Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652 


iN AP 31 West 
es) ee \ A © 2000 - Vol. XXXIV No. 3 (ISSN 1097-0924) 


May/Jun 
Tel. (201) 265-2607, Fax (201) 265-6015 


pes 
ON APES, Vv ot PeaN Publication of the hn 
_ Armenian Missionary Association of America, Inc. 


Ss 


E-Mail: amaainc@aol.com 
Website: http://www.amaainc.org 


Editor 
Movses B. Janbazian 


° m.-anadelical chur hes in A rn ks 
ethe Armenian Ev angelical churches in Armenia. 
re - ars of the APM” : 
leaders OF © 


Ae Ae “4h 
Some of tne 


rere 


EDITORIAL 


"Being Obedient to the Heavenly Vision" 


By Movses B. Janbazian 


"Being Obedient to the Heavenly Vision”. | 
This is the theme of the 15" Biennial Con- | 
vention of the Armenian Evangelical Union 
of North America (AEUNA). The words 
are taken from one of the apostle Paul’s state- 
ments made at his defense before King 
Agrippa. i 
Upon the completion of his third mission- 
ary journey, Paul encounters fierce opposi- | 
tion in Jerusalem. The Jews of Asia Minor | 
accuse him of disobeying the law of Moses, | 
defamingyhe chosen people of God and des- 
ecrating the Temple of Jerusalem. They are 
about to kill Paul when Roman soldiers ar- 
rest him, and after lengthy interrogations | 


take him to King Agrippa to defend himself | 
against his accusers. 


* oO O* 


| 


‘At the climactic point of his testimony 
given before King Agrippa, Paul tells about 
a heavenly vision he has seen. He explains 
how, after that vision, he changed and be- 
came a new person, and how Jesus Christ 
called him and commissioned him as an 
apostle. Then he concludes his defense by | 
Saying, “I did not prove disobedient to the 
heavenly vision” (Acts 26:19). 

“Being obedient to the heavenly vision” 
'S a most appropriate theme for a conven- 
tion of churches that sincerely seek to shape 
their vision for a new millennium. Heav- 
enly visions are not like visions created by 
human beings. They have a timeless and 


universal quality. Heavenly visions are like | 
the Word of God; they last as long as the | 


heavens. Paul’s vision was not a figment of 
his human imagination. It was a heavenly 
vision, and that is why it is a timely vision 
for us and our churches now, and it will be a 
timely vision for all Christians and churches 
in the years and millennia to come. 

But what was Paul’s heavenly vision? 


| does and wants to do to 


their eyes, in order to turn 
them from darkness to 
light, and from the power 
of Satan to God, that they 
may receive forgiveness of 
sins and an inheritance 
among those who are sanc- 
tified by faith in me” (Acts 
26:16-18). 

What Paul is told in that 
heavenly vision is a perfect 
summary of what Jesus 


every man, woman and 
child in the world: 
e Jesus opens their eyes to awareness of 
their sins and miserable condition; 
e He enables them to turn from the dark- 
ness of their sinful state and the meaning- 


| lessness of their lives to God’s blessed pres- 
| ence in their lives; by so doing, 


e He saves them from the dominance of 
Satan, and He empowers them to live holy, 


| constructive and victorious lives; and, 


e He forgives their sins; and finally, 

e He inducts them into the communion of 
the saints and the blessed fellowship of those 
who are saved by faith in Him. 

This is the heavenly vision! This is God’s 
vision, His salvation plan for all mankind 
— eyery human being in the world saved 
and incorporated into the body of Jesus 
Christ! What a glorious vision! 

The contrast of this heavenly vision with 
the reality of the world underscores the mis- 
erable condition of mankind. Human sin has 


| alienated people from God, from one another 


and from everything in God’s creation. 
People live and act without any sense of 
accountability. They often prefer expedi- 
ency over morality; deception over truth; 
| personal profit over justice; violence over 


Jesus, whose followers he was persecuting, 


appears to him and tells him: “I have ap- | 


peared to you for this purpose, to make you 
a minister and a witness both of the things 
which you have seen and of the things which 
I will yet reveal to you. | will deliver you 
from the Jewish people, as well as from the 
Gentiles, to whom I now send you, to open 


| peace; greed over generosity; indifference 
over compassion; hatred over love. 
Then, too, the contrast of Paul’s heavenly 


| vision with the miserable condition of man- | 


| kind highlights the urgency of the central 
| mission of the church ofses ‘hrist.. God 
| has called the church an 

to work primarily for th 


His 


il fillment‘o 
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heavenly vision for the 
world. The church is sent 
into the world to serve as an 
extension of Jesus Christ’s 
preaching, teaching, forgiv- 
ing, reconciling, liberating 
and healing ministry; — 
“...to preach the gospel to 
the poor; to heal the broken- 
hearted; to proclaim liberty 
to the captives and recovery 
of sight to the blind; to set 
at liberty those who are op- 
pressed; to proclaim the ac- 
ceptable year of the Lord” 
(Luke 4:18-19); “*...to seek and to save what 
was lost” (Luke 19:10); “...not to be served, 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many” (Mark 10:45). The church is 
given the commission to “make disciples of 
all the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). This is the mis- 
sion of the church through which God plans 
to end the misery of mankind. 

But the problem of many Christians and 
churches is not their lack of awareness of 
their mission. The problem of most Chris- 
tians and churches is their lack of obedience 
to their heavenly calling. 

Paul was not disobedient to his heavenly 
vision. That is why he became a blessed 
person and brought blessings into the lives 
of others, generation after generation, cen- 
tury after century, throughout the world. 

In his testimony, Paul also reveals the way 
he showed his obedience to the heavenly 
vision. He states, “I declared first to those 
at Damascus, then at Jerusalem and through- 
out the country of Judea, and also to the gen- 
tiles, that they should repent and turn to God 
and perform deeds worthy of their repen- 
tance” (Acts 26:20). 

In his book “Our Guilty Silence”, J. R. 
W. Stott suggests, “Either we have no com- 
pelling incentive even to try to speak, or we 


| do not know what to say.” Paul knew what 


| to say, and-what-he said is a simple and clear 

Ussuany. mp... | 3 : 
Shi it | summary of the gospel message every Chris- 
| tian and every church ought to proclaim: 
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When a Friend is a Friend 


By Carnegie S. Calian 
hen is a friend a friend? And, how 
many friends do we think we really 
have? Most of us have discovered by now 
through the school of experience that there 
are “fair weather friends” and then there are 
true friends. 
Some of us use the term “friend” rather 
loosely; we tend to confuse friendship with 


acquaintanceship. Many 
shores as well as recent 
commented that we Americans have an un- 
derdeveloped understanding of friendship. 
We are too quick to call someone 4 friend; 
for non-Americans this is amusing. I sus- 
pect we would all admit that authentic 
friendship normally requires time; we pro- 
cess a relationship through a period of mu- 
tual self-discovery. one 
We Americans, however, often desire 1n- 
stant friendship. We tend to call most per- 
sons we meet “friends” after an initial meet- 
ing or conversation, but upon further reflec- 
ow in our psyche that this 1s not 


immigrants have 


tion we kn 


necessarily so. dpa 
When then is a friend a friend? Could we 


say that the story of our lives is traced 

through the tale of friendships made and 

broken? Who is and who isn t our friend is 

evident by actions and behavior. We must 

never lose sight of the fact that friendships 
ays fragile. 

ee oe distinguish genuine friend- 


ship among our countless relationships? The 


strangers to our | 


biblical passage of John 
15:12-17 offers us guide- 
lines to test the nature of 
true friendship. 

In speaking to his dis- 
ciples, Jesus uses the word 
“friends” three times in 
John 15. The first use high- 
lights the ultimate test of 
friendship; verse 13 reads, 
“greater love has no one 
than this, then that someone 
lays down one’s life for 
their friends.” I suspect 
most of us don’t know if we 
could measure up to this particular criterion. 

Nevertheless, many of us can testify to 
this loving quality of sacrifice as witnessed 
in a father’s or mother’s love for their chil- 
dren, the grandparents’devotion to grand- 
children, or when a brother, sister or other 
kin has literally given his or her life to pro- 
vide us with a more fulfilled life. We have 
seen such acts of sacrificial friendship in 
times of crises—floods, earthquakes and in 
personal times of deep grief. Some of these 
acts of sacrificial friendship are experienced 
in receiving a transplanted organ that gives 
life and hope; oftentimes the organ donors 
are unknown friends whose last act of gen- 
erosity sustains us now. 

Others have experienced sacrificial acts 
of friendship in times of war. In the recent 


film, “Saving Private 
Ryan,” there is an opening 
scene where an elderly man 
(Ryan) visits with great 
emotion the graveside of 
the lieutenant who gave his 
life in battle so that Private 
Ryan could be saved. The 
first and foremost level of 
friendship involves then 
sacrificial love — it points 
to deeds performed rather 
than rhetoric and promises. 
The story of the Good Sa- 
maritan is the story of true 


| friendship exercised unexpectedly and gra- 


ciously by a stranger who is actually a friend 
in disguise sent from God. 

Perhaps Jimmy Stewart the actor summed 
it up best in his book, It’s a Wonderful Life, 
when he said, “remember, no one is a fail- 
ure who has friends.” That means friends 
who are willing to express their relationship 
in loving deeds and not simply in words. The 
crucifixion of Jesus on the cross also points 
us to the reality that genuine human inter- 
action involves sacrifices. To what extent 
are we willing to trade our life for a friend 
is the ultimate test of friendship, according 
to Jesus. From this standpoint, how many 
friends do you think you really have? I sus- 


_ pect that most of us have avoided this ques- 


tion. 


Fe 
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Being Obedient (C ‘ont'd from page 2) 
e Repent and turn from your sinful ways; 
» Come to God by accepting Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Savior; and 

e Live a life, and perform the kind of deeds 
that will show you are a Christian. 

This is the message Paul preached in obe- 
dience to the heavenly vision; and this is the 
message we ought to proclaim as individual 
Christians and churches in obedience to our 
heavenly vision. Repent! Turn to God! Per- 
form deeds that demonstrate your repen- 
tance! 

The sad fact is that most ministers and 


churches say and do many things in thename | 


of their mission and vision, but neither their 
words and nor deeds show any meaningful 


| articulation of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 


They preach, and they organize all sorts of 
activities, but their preaching and their ac- 
tivities are void of the gospel message of 
salvation through Jesus Christ. And that is 
the reason why they are not blessed, nor do 
they become a blessing to others. 
The word of God states, “where there is 


lies, churches and nation? . 
Fortunately we do not need to reinvent the 
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| wheel. The vision — the heavenly vision 


that came to Paul — has been offered also 
to us and our churches as a heavenly mis- 


sion and a divine promise: the gospel of 


salvation and forgiveness of sin preached 
to every human being; "...this gospel of the 


| Kingdom shall be preached in all the world 


for a witness unto all nations" (Matthew 
24:14). All we need to do is accept it as 
our vision and mission, obey it, and pursue 


ao vision We people perish” (Proverbs | it with the sure knowledge that its achieve- 


29:18), Do we have any vision for our fami- | ment will bring good to ourselves, will 


bless other people and will glorify our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 
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The second criterion for friendship ac- 
cording to Jesus involves respect and will- 
ingness to follow our friends’ wishes. “You 
are my friends,” says Jesus in verse 14, “if 
you do what I command.” Implicit in friend- 
ship is followership that is willing to listen, 
This is not always easy to accomplish as the 
disciples of Jesus discovered. 

The building of friendship according to 
Jesus is a matter of caring and critical lis- 
tening. Jesus was indicating to his disciples 
and to us that the command to listen is im- 
perative, if we are to build healthy relation- 
ships that enable genuine friendships to 
flourish. 

In our fast paced lives, we take too little 
time to listen to one another. How then do 
we have time to become a congregation of 
friends? We seem to have “answers” be- 
fore we have heard the question. We rush 
in to offer Solutions to a friend, when what 
is needed might be a listening ear, Why do 
you think talk shows on radio and televi- 
sion have expanded in recent years? It re- 
flects the public’s need to have someone lis- 
ten. In today’s professionalized society we 
have paid “friends” to listen to our concerns. 

Friendship initially Operates on practicing 
acceptance — not attempting to change or im- | 
Prove the other Person as the first order of | 
business, Friendship Provides the freedom 
to disagree without exerting pressure on the 
other to conform. Ours is indeed a lonely 
society in search of listeners, who will take 
time to hear us in a loving and caring way. 
The third Criterion for friendship accord- 
Ing to Jesus involves sharing Ourselves, 
©vercoming the tendency to cover up our 


Weaknesses and faults. It takes guts to share 
Our vulnerability, 


ambitions be kno 
ciples in verse 15 
vants, because a 5 


wn. Jesus said to his dis- 


ervant does not know his 


nar leader asked those of 
us attending to write down 


ambitions for the next five 
workshop had already been Meeting for 


to let our secrets and failed | 


, “Ino longer call you ser- | 


workshop member was overhead whisper- 
ing to his neighbor, “Hell”, he said, I don’t 
have any friends; that’s why I’m success- 
ful.” In the atmosphere of such a society, 
only counterfeit relationships will emerge. 
Genuine friendships become truly a luxury 
that no one can afford. Have we become a 
society in which friendship is unaffordable? 
Perhaps the true state of bankruptcy is dis- 
covering that you haven’t any friends, that 
no one truly cares for you tegardless of your 
financial worth or status. Is the building of 
true friendship indeed incompatible with 
achieving success in today’s market-driven 
society? 

It is said, we have become a culture of 
distrust. In practice, we tend to share, if at 
all, in a very selective or secretive manner. 
We never tell any one friend everything, but 
only small bits and Pieces of ourselves. This 
often makes us appear inconsistent and con- 
tradictory, apparently the price we are will- 
ing to pay ina distrusting society. This ba- 
Sic mistrust is endemic to the building up of 
lasting and deepening relationships where 
we can really become friends to one another. 
To say that we are a society in search of lis- 
teners, is to say that we have become a soci- 
ety lacking trusting relationships. Fulfill- 
ment in life, I submit, is not found in chas- 
ing dollars or seeking status, but in the build- 
ing of healthy, trusting relationships that can 
become friendships. — 

Perhaps we have created today an invis- 
ible poverty for ourselves; no time for au- 
thentic friendships. The absence of human 
friendships makes a difference in the qual- 


phy, economy or history. 


Our goals and | 
years. Since the | 
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OPEN TO HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE Ste eae 

The Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) fe aay ae se 
i 2son Essay est. Topics should touc 

again sponsor the James G. Jameson Essay Contest are : 

ee ui arate such as religion, literature, language, history, culture, geogra 
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A e 5 rookline . 
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sufficiently meritorious, no award will be granted that yea 


ity of our lives. Our depression and loneli- 
ness are to a large extent our own fault as 
we reflect on our style of living together as 
a society. 

Finally, let it be said that there are no per- 
fect friendships, just as there are no perfect 
relatives. On both the human and Divine 
levels we are constantly in need of forgive- 
ness in our relationships. There can be no 
lasting friendship without the practice of for- 
giveness. Friendship means learning to trust, 
listen, accept, and forgive one another. Love 
without forgiveness is a forgery. And forg- 
eries are an affront to God and to us; any- 
thing less than genuine friendship based on 
forgiving and loving acceptance will not 
satisfy our emotional needs. 

The biblical teaching is clear— true 
friendships depend on trusting relationships. 
Having a friend is indeed a priceless trea- 
sure. There is no price tag on true friend- 
ship; the wealth of a person is measured by 
friends, not by dollars. Having genuine 
friends is the truest measurement of our sta- 
tus in life. Becoming a congregation of 
friends should be the ideal goal of every 
believing community. 

As we look to Jesus, we have the model 
of a true friend, who in turn invites us to be 
His friend. , ' 

May God grant us the courage likewise 
to reach out and take the necessary risk to 
build true friendships among neighbors, 
colleagues, classmates and strangers. And 
in the process discover friends among 
those who are also searching like us. 
Amen.O 


LEBANON 


and Armenia 


ast April, a two-week mission field ss 

by Rev. Movses B. Janbazian, the j 
ecutive Director of the Armenian Me 
ary Association of America (AMAA) too 
him to Lebanon and Armenia. On this tp, 


; Mr. 
Rev. Janbazian was accompanied by Oo 


Hagop Loussararian, the Baca 
tor of the Armenian Evangelical Socia Mr 
vice Center of Los Angeles. fae 
Loussararian serves as the cap San 
teer visiting principal of the at imary 
Khoren and Soushanig Avedisian Pr 
School in Yerevan. 


LEBANON e 
In Lebanon, Rev. Janbazian rae 
Meeting of the Board of ance re- 
Haigazian University, and spent faced by 
Viewing the progress and pre ams and 
the local AMAA-supported p a ne lead- 
Organizations. His meetings wr prodaetive 
€rs of these organizations were P reas and 
in terms of identifying pea follow- 
discussing practical solutions. from Rev. 
ing summary is extracted A Board of 
Janbazian’s report to the AMA 
Directors: ; 
Enrollment at Haigazian U 
the second semester of the va 
year dropped 5.5% to 430. Slig ; 
(52%) of the students are me 
AMAA’s support includes 
Scholarship aid to 177 students; 
stantial, this aid falls far short of the fy 
need. The firm of Arthur Ande eect 
retained to audit the Saas and 
The faculty consists of 21 full- 
art-time instructors. Bagi 
: The inadequacies of the pesca Evan- 
ing system of the Union ee is being 
gelical Churches in the Near d young to 
addressed by retaining Ernst i to set up 4 
both audit the Union’s books ae followed 
uniform accounting system eae schools 
by all of the Armenian ENT overt dur 
affiliated with the Union. Imp 
encouraging. 


nded a 
es of 


niversity for 
rrent school 
ly over half 
nian. The 
82,000 1n 
while sub- 
f the actual 


account 


addressed, too. The relation- 
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fb 


‘n the Haigazian University Board of Trustees oo’ se sine on 
Participants ‘ape Brerair Mouradian (1st left), and Pr esident i 3 ‘ BIG RE: if 
1 of the Board, ! i > President, the Deans and officers of the Alumni / eee ia a d 
(st righ; ergo ‘ihe for a picture with Mr. Salim Diab Grd wane “ a _ 
Haigazian © sl i honor at Diab family's mension in West Beirut. s i : } ‘ed 
ape EVE le of Haigazian University, is a member of the Lebanese Parliame 
a former Ss 4 


"| ac Canon, 
l ISe fi iend of the y drmenian community in iE 

iT? OSE b 
af u A 


mat 


e pas ear are i lg li- 
his Council is di ectly sponsible for the Armenian Evange 

¢ > I S r i S 
n a at | cal schools in Lebanon. It 1S evident that the schools ee 
ee i f some schools 
| f i rob ems The al 1es 0 tl St : : : 
| rial lems. he s aries f NE each 
| imancia!l p Cc ers 0 


some days, he suggested that the Participants 
turn to someone they regarded as a friend 
and share their hopes for the future, 
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arenas eT AMINA - James G. Jameson Essay Contest 
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| are in arrears, and much of the maintenance work needed by the 
schools is being postponed. 
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ARMENIA 


Another problem 
is declining school 
enrollment. During 
the past five years, 
enrollment has 
dropped by one- 
third. One of the 
reasons for the de- 
clining school en- 
rollment is parents’ 
inability to pay the 
tuition of their chil- 
dren. The Arme- 
nian schools which 
are losing an in- 
creasing number of 
students to public 


HM 


Dr. Levon Zenian, and Mr. & Mrs. Hagop me charge any tu- 
{tamian of Legakia, Syria ; ition. 


art of the Armenian community had left 
olonged civil war, and few had since re- 
ee eine panetees were primarily the well-to-do, 

g ith leadership, administrative and technical skills. 


The remaini i 

ing Armenians, left to f: 

S, left to face unempl 1 

a n oyment an - 
ion, are less well-off than for ia, me 


send their children to Armenian or y 
Child Sponsorship Program for th 
problem but cannot solv 


the country during the pr 
turned. The permanent 


private schools. The AMAA’s 


e it entirely. 


Mr. David Whisker 


j of France-based Service d'Enteraid et de 
Saff in Armenia. 


schools which do | 


While in Lebanon, Rev. Janbazian made a one-day trip to Latakia, 


Syria, to meet with some of the AMAA friends in the area, and 
brief them on the Association’s ministries in Armenia. 


| ARMENIA 


In Armenia, Rev. Janbazian’s schedule was packed with a range 
of activities. These included: preaching engagements with local 
congregations and church groups; conferences with Rev. René 
Léeonian and Mr. Harout Nercessian (AMAA representatives in Ar- 
menia), and other members of the local staff: consultations with the 
pastors and lay leaders of the local Armenian Evangelical churches; 
and meetings with the administrators and students of the Evangelical 
Theological Seminary of Armenia, the Board of Managers of the 
Khoren and Shoushanig Avedisian Primary School, and the leaders 
of the local pentecostal, Apostolic Brotherhood, Baptist and Evan- 
gelical churches. Rev. Janbazian also met a number of government 
and religious leaders, such as Robert Kocharian (president of the 
Republic of Armenia); Arkadi Ghougasian (President of Nagorno 
Karabagh); Armen Khachadourian (speaker of the National Assem- 


| bly); His Holiness Karekin I (Catholicos of all Armenians); Michel 
pointed out that a large p Rev. Janbazian | 


nerly and many cannot afford to | 


¢ Middle East alleviates this | 


Legras (the French Ambassador to Armenia). Rev. Janbazian’s ac- 
tivities also included meetings with mission partners, such as, Sis- 
ter Hanna Christenn of Hilfsbund Mission; Robert Dira (local rep- 
resentative of World Vision); David Whisker (Executive Director 
of Service d’Enteraid et de Liaison); Guevork Mouradian (Direc- 
tor of Noubarashen Orphanage); Vahan Der Ghevontian (Director 
of Hayasdan All-Armenia Fund); Yuri Sarkissian (Rector of State 
Engineering University of Armenia); Rev. Yuri Avanessian (Presi- 
dent of the Armenian Evangelical Union of Armenia); and Deacon 


| Hratch Sarkissian (Director of the Bible Society of Armenia). 


The purpose of 
these meetings and 
conference was to 
review the AMAA’s 
local mission and 
service projects; to 
discuss the status 
and needs of the 
Armenian Evan- 
gelical Churches; 
to explore ways of 
enhancing the ef- 
fectiveness of 
AMAA’s programs 
and the witness of 
the local Evangeli- 
cal communities; 
address current and 
anticipated prob- 
lems related to the 
Association’s 


the current needs of 
the local people. 


i * work; and assess 


? Liaison (Ist row, 3rd from left) with the AMAA!S. Rey. Janbazian 


returned from Ar- 


port to the AMAA Board of Direc- | 


Boa a enia. Main- 
tors painted a bleak picture of current tee takai Azerbaijan 
taining a large army to counteract Ae to necessary but es- 
is siphoning off Armenia’s limited reste plan EN 
sentially non-productive uses. Political unce te Mee 
tionalism, is having an adverse effect on many 8 


functions. 
There is severe poverty as tl 


menia ina somber mood. His re 


he result of the deteriorated economy, 


isruption of social 

the rampant unemployment, low aces nae an estimated 
BEDE ANG PTY Ne Peover ae i family cohesion and is 
80% of the population, is taking its toll on » breaking Up 45 nee 
weakening the social fabric. Many families a eae cite 
bands leave Armenia to seek work csc ae ee it 
Many people are suffering, especially ae pay them regu | 
pensions, undermined by government s ina Preis | 
larly and by years of inflation, are utterly ane for maintenance | | 

Schools are deteriorating in the absence ) “ah inadequate and ir- | Jim 
and supplies. Orphanages and nurseries, neti Many children | jm 
regular government subsidies, are also gees and teenagers — 
are dropping out of school. Delinquent sn inallicities and towns. 
street peddlers, beggars and worse - are Se eae medications. Ill 

Many people cannot afford medical oe -evome life-threaten- | | 
nesses often go untreated until the Sy auld expensive and 
ing, and treatment becomes more dl | 
unaffordable. 

Universities are worried abou 
children are completing high school; 


ewer | 
Fewer | 
down 


[Iments. 
is cutting COW" | 
en: and chil- 


t declining enro 
emigration 
ng fewer childr 
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the pool of students; families are havi aa bringing with then 
; >. ake ¢ 3 : 
dren traumatized by the 1988 earthqu ological problems. 
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the past 10 years: ne i 
and economic condi- | 
ad hope. Unem- 
More than 35% 
femigration | 


into their schools their emotional an¢ 
People are emigrating from Armen! a 
than 1,300,000 have left Armenia ae 
main reason for emigration is the poo! is sabe a 
tions in the country, and lack of fubute pee on 
ployment is cited as a key reason Ee Soe S610 
of the population is unemployed. If the 
_s a pisited in Armenia: 
Janbaziar vari Nercessian, 
vith World Vision rep- 
Director of Service 
Vichel Legras, Am- 
Léonian, Com- 


Some of those with whom Rev. jens 
(clockwise) President Robert Kochar ania® 
AMAA Deputy Representative i" A : os utive 
resentatives; David Whisker, ahem 

d'Enteraid et de Liason of Frances 


. Armen 
i id Mr. : / 
bassador of France to Arn aoe and leaders of the En- 
, . ; A Em Ws 
1 hé French — 
mercial Attaché of the 


» AMAA Cen- 
apices held at the AMAA 
glish language Sunday worship ser ee 


ter in Yerevan. 


AMAA NEWS, MAY/JUNE 2000 


AMAA Lecture Series Ends 


Te Armenian Missionary Association 
of America (AMAA) inaugurated a se- 


nies of lectures by prominent Armenian 
scholars as a contribution to the cultural 
awareness of Armenians as we approach 
the 1 700" anniversary of the adoption of 
Christianity as the state religion of Arme- 
nia. The lectures were held at the AMAA’s 
headquarters in Paramus, NJ, and were 
well-attended. The last two lecturers of the 
Series were Dr. Gevork Kherlopian and 
Rev. Dr. Manuel J inbachian, who spoke on 
April 29 and May 12, respectively. 

Dr. Kherlopian is a widely-respected 
scholar among Armenians in both the home- 
land and the Diaspora. He has served as a 
ProfessefW Yerevan University, Haigazian 
College in Lebanon, Wayne State Univer- 
sity in Michigan and several other educa- 
tional institutions, His Subject, “Early Chris- 
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tianity in Armenia”, was 
one he knew well, as his 
doctoral theses years 
earlier also dealt with 
the origin and growth of 
Christianity in Armenia. 
Rev. Dr. Jinbachian 
is an Armenian Evan- 
gelical pastor who has Rey, Dr. 
served congregations in 
Syria and Egypt. He later joined the fac- 
ulty of Haigazian University, where he 
served for 10 years. Since 1979 he has been 
with the United Bible Society, where he has 
served as a Translation Consultant and is 
now the Society’s Middle East Translations 
Coordinator. His aptitude for languages — 
he has mastered some 17 — and his knowl- 
edge of the Bible are formidable. Rev. Dr. 


| Jinbachian’s subject, “Translating the Bible 
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Manuel Jinbachian. 


Prof. Gevork Kherlopian 


into Armenian Over the Centuries,” was de- 
livered with authority. He pointed out that 
translating the Bible requires a knowledge 
of Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek and Latin, as 
well as the host language. He also cautioned 
against literal translations, which lose mean- 
ing and context. As languages change over 
time, he said, new translations are needed 
to convey the Bible's meaning to new 
generations.O 


the Association’s orphan sponsorship, child care, infant formula, 
dental and medical care, and relief programs are making a differ- 
ence in thousands of lives. However, the current needs and prob- 
lems of our people are overwhelming with no imminent solution in 
sight. In fact, the current needs of the people of Armenia are more 


acute and urgent than those seen in the 
wake of the disastrous earthquake of 1988. 
Poverty has pushed many people to the 
brink of survival. People, especially the 
children and the elderly, need help and 
hope, and they need it now! Helping them 
begins by helping one child, one elderly 
person, one family, one orphanage or one 
school at a time. We have to double our 
efforts to increase the number of spon- 
sored orphans and child care programs. 
Moreover, we have to initiate a sponsor- 
ship program for needy families. Each Ar- 
menian family in the Diaspora can and 
should sponsor an impoverished family in 
Armenia. If we all join hands and work 
together, under god’s blessings, we can 
make a difference! We will be unable to 
meet al the needs of all needy people, but 
we can touch and uplift the lives of some, 
and these are the people for whom we ac- 
countable to God.” 


MIDDLE EAST 


Evangelistic 


by John A. Zarifian 


Editor's Note: Rev. John A. Zarifian, a re- 
tired Armenian Evangelical pastor now 
settled in Montreal, Canada, does not seem 
to consider retirement as an opportunity to 
gracefully withdraw from ministerial duties. 
Instead, he looks upon retirement as an op- 
portunity to devote himself to helping rev! ie 
the evangelical spirit within the Armenial 
Evangelical Church. i 
During the past year, he has been sp? ‘ 
sored by the Armenian Missionary Assoc sh 
tion of America (AMAA) as an itine! ie 
evangelist”. In this capacity he has vist 
many churches in the U.S. and overseas. 
He recently submitted to the AMAA oan 
port on his latest mission, @ three-month vis i 
to the Armenian Evangelical chen Se 
Syria, Lebanon, Turkey and Greece. These 
lowing excerpts are from his report: 


e Armenian Missionary 

i (0) 
America (AMAA) ot 
mmunities with 


he vision of th 

Association of 
reach out to our Armenian co ‘ 
the message of the Gospel, and to help aad 
about a spiritual awakening much i ih 
in these days throughout our disperse 
tion. : 

As the turn of the century, faced an ae 
coming 1700" anniversary (in 2001) : me 
adoption of Christianity as the state is me 
of Armenia, the AMAA has seen the : = 
for a religious revival as the best mean be 
us to return to the Faith of our Fathers. 
must all join in prayer before t 
God and ask Him to grace us once caplet 
4 new visitation of the Holy Spirit. ae 
happen if we are to witness the awé eat 
— or re-awakening — of our Christian ees 
and minds in our churches in the c° 

ears. an et 
‘ The first phase of our say 
Syria. We arrived in Aleppo oP yeild 
22, 2000. Aleppo is familiar to ian mes 
served as an itinerant evan eee 
Middle East from 1977 to early1 980, 
we moved to Providence, ™ = oe 
pastored the Armenian Euphrates o of our 
cal Church for 18 yeats- The tim ie me 
arrival was surely in God's Bae sed 4 
next day I began to preach and ¢ 


angeli- 


| ing to the 
| related groups. 


Rev Zarifian with one of the 
i i ‘ : wie 
H mmoud, Lebanon (above), 

i al Churches of Istanbul (below) . 
gelic 


ry day except Saturdays, respond- 


call of our pastors and church- 
In fact, this trend continued 


intil the day we returned home on April 11. 
L 


do so eve 


I, where We | 


The necessity for such a visitation was alt 
ready felt by the pastors of Syria who were 
and working together in the expec- 
tation and hope fora religious revival in the 
churches of Aleppo, Kessab, Homs and 
Damascus. Today, some 70,000 Armenians 
still live in this hospitable land of Syria. 
Bach community has founded its churches 


praying 
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residents of the Armenian Old Age Home in Bourdj 
and with some of the members of the two Armenian Evan- 


Ministry to the Middle East 


and adjacent schools to give a national fla- 
vor to their mother tongue and their cultural 
identity. 

In Aleppo, the churches play an influen- 
tial religious and cultural role, as do their 
schools. Two other churches are also part 
ofthe Union. One is the Syriac Evangelical 
Church, together with its school, which is 
established in the Assyrian Quarter of 
Aleppo. The other is the Church of Christ, 
which is affiliated with the “Action 
Chrétienne en Orient” based in Strasbourg, 
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France. This is a mission church which com- 
bines both social and medical organizations 
that minister to the people’s needs, particu- | 
larly to children needing medical care. 

In the second week of our stay in Aleppo, 
the pastors collaborated in a Joint Revival 
Service that lasted for a whole week. It was 
held at Bethel Evangelical Church, which 
was filled to capacity every evening. Those 
attending were not all “evangelicals”. At 
the close of the week, however, the results 
of the meetings were thrilling to observe. 
Many responded to the call of the Gospel 
and came forward for a word of prayer. We 
Were also inspired by the participation of a 
well-known brother from Tehran, Iran, es- 
pecially invited for the occasion, Pasion 
Vrouyr Avedisian, a singer of spirit who 
composes his own spiritual songs. He was 
assisted by Brother Roupig, one of his 
church members, who played the guitar: | 
Mts. Shoghag (Apartian) Selimian the 
pastor’s wife, accompanied them on the pi- 
ano/organ with two other local musicians 
Together, they all played their instruments 
with vigor, to the enjoyment of the young 
people. They were truly blessed! Surely | 
Gods Word shall not return to Him empty, | 
but it shall Prosper in the thing for which | 
He sent it (Isaiah 55:11). 

Besides these regular weekly Meetings in 
the churches, joint services were also held 
Separately with ladies’ groups, young | 
people’s 8roups, board members and lead- 
rs, Communicant members, etc., who joined 
together around the Word of God to share | 
their concerns about the work and the means 
to carry on in a more effective Way. 

On the last day, a pastor’s retreat was held 
Which included all the active pastors of 
Syria. The next day, we left Aleppo and | 
came to Kessab for a week. Joint services | 
were held in each of the churches, The 


vices on Sunday, followed by nightly meet- 
ings for almost a week, we left Damascus 


| and came to Anjar, in Lebanon. It was 


“Vartanantz Day,” Thursday, March 2. We 
stayed for two days, during which I preached 
twice before leaving for Beirut, an hour and 
a half away by car. On Sunday, March 5, I 
took part in the morning service of the Evan- 
gelical Church in Ashrafieh, with Rev. 
Soghomon Kilaghbian, one of the four ac- 
tive pastors of our Beirut churches. I had 
Many Opportunities to meet with my col- 
leagues in the ministry. These pastors are 
burdened with many difficult tasks, in addi- 
tion to their regular pastoral work. I was 
invited to conduct an evangelistic service, 
followed by a spiritual retreat for the young 
people on a nearby hill, where some 55 
people attended. On the following Sunday, 


| I participated in the morning service of the 


Evangelical Church of Nor Marash and 
again at the Brotherhood Evangelical 
Church in their evening service. After three 
more days in Beirut preaching to two of our 
ladies’ groups, and evening prayer services 
in Nor Amanos and Nor Marash Evangeli- 
cal Churches, we came to Istanbul, Turkey, 
on March 16. 

We lived in Istanbul for two weeks with 
the pastor of the Armenian Evangelical 


| Church of Gedik Pasha, Mr. Krikor 


Agabaloglu, his wife, Maria, and their two 
children. Pastor Krikor is doing a most sac- 
rificial work in renovating the church, which 
is much in need of serious repairs. Since he 
became pastor, the sanctuary has been filled 
to capacity on Sundays. He is also occu- 
pied in a radio ministry every Friday morn- 
ing, and teaches the Bible in Turkish. The 
manager of the station is Mr. Mustapha EIf, 
a Muslim who, after reading the Bible, has 


| come to accept Jesus Christ as his personal 


Savior, and now serves the Lord through this 


Church of Kessab is a large building that is 


one in Kaladou 


ran, smaller in 
many h 


ave left this region in the 
years. In Kessab, two pastors 
these churches. 

Finally we came to D 
some 5000 Armenians live 
tendance at the Armenian Evan 
Church to be poor. 


size, since 
last several 
are serving 


gelical 
Its pastor has served the 


church for the last 25 years. After two ser- | 
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amascus, where | 
- We found at- | 


radio ministry together with his family. | 
| was given the opportunity to deliver a few 
| sermons in Armenian on this station, and to 
| share my faith. 

| Another Armenian church, which may be 
| called the “Mother Church” of all Armenian 
| Evangelicals, is “The Holy Trinity” Church. 


| A Christian gentleman, Mr. Hovhannes 


| Sundays. They are both very hospitable and 
| serve God wholeheartedly. In both churches, 
the language is Turkish, except for a few 
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| Greece.”O 


hymns that are sung in Armenian. The Holy 
Trinity Church is hosting some 80-100 
Christian Turks who join in worship on Sun- 
day afternoons at 1. Many of them are 
young people, and this church is known as 
the “Turk Protestant Kilisse” (Turkish Prot- 
estant Church). The pastor, Mr. Reza, is a 
young Turk who serves the Lord. I preached 
to his congregation on two occasions and 
participated in the Holy Communion with 
them. 

In Istanbul, one of the thrilling experi- 
ences I had was to preach to some Christian 
ladies’ groups at several prayer meetings in 
private homes. These women are filled with 
the Holy Spirit, and they win many others 
to Christ. Each time, more than 70-75 
people attended, some of whom are Turkish 
women who have turned to Christ. 

After such a rewarding time with the 
Christians of Istanbul, we came to Athens, 
Greece, on Thursday, March 30. We were 
greeted by Rev. Vicken Cholakian, pastor 
of the Armenian Evangelical Churches of 
Athens, and Dr. Hovig Demirjian, the son 
of the late Rev. Krikor Demirjian. Rev. 
Cholakian, who is loved by all his congre- 
gation, is serving two churches in Athens, 
one in Kokkinia and the other in Derghouty. 
These two churches have about 90-100 
people in all. The sanctuary in Kokkinia 
needs repairing after an earthquake damaged 
the building last year, while the other build- 
ing in Derghouty has been torn down and 
needs rebuilding. In the meantime, the con- 
gregation here is worshiping in a nearby 
Grace (Greek) Evangelical Church. Here in 
Athens nightly Evangelistic services were 
held for both churches from Sunday, April 
2 to Sunday, April 9. Midweek meetings 
took place with both churches’ ladies’ 
groups and also the young people. Before 
our departure, on our last night, Rev. 
Cholakian and the board members had or- 
ganized a dinner fellowship which we en- 
joyed in a warm and friendly atmosphere. 
After almost three months of intensive travel 
and preaching, we returned home tired, yes, 
but rejoicing in the Lord for a most reward- 
ing time. I thank God for having kept us 


| safe during all this ministry. And I am also 
Torkomoglu, is its president who, with his 


wife Sona drives people to the services on | 


grateful to the AMAA for giving me and my 
wife Lois such a great privilege to go forth 
and share the Gospel with our people in the 
churches in Syria, Lebanon, Turkey and 


SOCIAL SERVICE 


The Armenian Evangelica 


in Los Angeles 


wenty-three years ago, the Armenian 

1 RAS eee Association of America 
(AMAA) became aware that large numbers 
of Armenian immigrants — primarily ae 
the Middle East, where the protracted ONM 
war in Lebanon was disrupting normal ee 
~ were entering the United States ance 
tling, for the most part, in southern Cali ne 
nia. This awareness turned to action, ool 
AMAA was instrumental in estab lear Hs 
Los Angeles the Armenian Evangelica a 
cial Service Center (AESSC). The oa ‘ 
of the center was — and continues re nee 
helping immigrant Armenians adapt cust 
new lives in the United States. The sl 
Operates out of its spacious offices a i 
Santa Monica Blvd., in Los Ane as 
also maintains a branch office 1n one of 

Some years later, an even larger in AS 
Armenian immigrants — primarily fro ate 
menia itself— began settling in mee ae 
fornia. This group, which had INS tad 
entire lives in a rigid, state-control east 
ety, found it much harder to adapt ess 6 
the United States. Fortunately, the thisnew 
was already in place and available to ance 
wave of immigrants. The Center a ae 
pand its activities and add new func is Bounty 
reputation of the Center persuaded t ees 
of Los Angeles to provide substantlé ‘ 
cial support for several of its piece i Soun 

The Center has a full-time staff 0 eebop 
cluding the Executive Director, Mr. hip has 
Loussararian, whose capable leaders 
been the driving force behit 
of the Center's services. Th 
ties of the Center include: genet 
work; information and referrals; Ane Aid 
ing and placement; Certified ents 
training; Refugee employments rate (there | 
and Naturalization help; Prison wish arse be 
are currently about 5,000 Sartepies tH 
mostly young men — in California Satins 

The Center also provides ee ere 
passport photo and notary aveh » Gantan 
Clients are asked to donate $2 tot hey thus | 
if they can afford to do so. The mo 


| social 
b train- 


nd the progress | 
e major activi | 


| nity they ma 


nian E vangelical So 


Arme rarian, the Executive 


Hagop Loussa 


The Armenian Evangelical S 


Center, which se 
its help without re 


avai angelical So- 
Riise De emea tae submit- 

: “e abe? to the Board of Direc- 
tone fhe Armenian Missionary Assocla- 
ae af aes (AMAA). The AMAR 
ector, 
nstrumen 


‘ ears agO W f ‘ : 
he i pee The current Director 1s Arpi 
tor in @ 


dashian, 4 Haigazian University gradu- 
Kardashian, 


ate of Beirut. 
The Center | 
for youns childr 
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a porns also supervised, offers 


“idren a quiet place to study, an opportu- 
ee y not have at home. Studying 
d by giving small gifts to the 


was | 


en, who learn about the 
ate in games, handicrafts 


is encourage 
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ocial Service 
rves all Armenians who seek 
ference to religious or po- 


Rev. Movses Janbazian, | 
tal in establishing the Center | 
hen he was a young pas- | 


‘al Service Center staff: Standing front row, center, is Mr. 
cia a 
Director of the Center. 


| 


1 Social Service Center 


litical preferences, has a distinguished Board 
of Directors and an enviable reputation in the 
Armenian community ofsouthern California.O 


Social Service Center in Lebanon 


Family Assistance, in the form of monthly 
allowances to needy families, continues to 
be the major focus of the Center. In many 
cases, unemployment and inflation put a 
severe strain on family relationships, which 
the Center’s social workers try to address. 
Some services are also provided for the eld- 
erly, many of whom are house-bound, and 
the sick, whose problems are compounded 
by the lack of money for preventive testing 


| and treatment. 


has a supervised playground 


Finally, the Center provides monetary aid 
to the poor families in Armenian communi- 
ties in Syria. This aid is distributed through 
the Union of Armenian Evangelical 
Churches in Syria. 

The primary financial support for the So- 
cial Service Center comes from the AMAA, 
which recognizes the important work it does 
among poor Armenian families in Beirut. 
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EWS AND NOTES 


AMAA'Ss “Young Virtuosos” 
of Armenia Perform in 


The AMAA's "'y, 

MAA's "Yo ir os 

Pelli feds ung Virtuosos" perform- 
g aigazian University of Beirut 

Lebanon. soe 


An the cultural and educational 
Projects of the Armenian Missionary 


Association of America (AMAA) in Ar- 
menia Is a “Young Virtuosos” 
This program identifies and sel 
dren with €xceptional musical talent and 
Provides them with the Support and en- 
couragement needed to pursue their re- 
Spective talents. The children, ages 9 to 


14, atte on i 
t, attend special music-oriented sch 
in Yerevan. 


Last February, 
Evangelical Chu 


vited a group of these talented youngsters 


program. 
ects chil- | 


ools 


the Union of the Armenian 


tehes in the Near East in- | 


AMAA Month Observed in 
Armenia 


EK ach year, Armenian Evangelical 
churches everywhere select a Sunday 
in March to recognize and express their sup- | 
port for the work of the Armenian Mission- 
ary Association of America (AMAA) in Ar- 
menian communities throughout the world. 
On those days, congregations learn about the 
AMAA’s programs and their impact on the 
lives of the poor and the less privileged. 
Congregations also have the opportunity to 
contribute to these programs through spe- 
cial collections on these occasions. 

This year, the Armenian Evangelical 
churches of Armenia and Georgia as well 
as the Evangelical Theological Seminary of 
Armenia, reported on their participation in 

AMAA Month”. The participants repre- 
sented eleven churches in Armenia and one 
in Georgia, as well as the seminary students. 

The designated gifts on this occasion were 
modest by American standards. For a coun- 
try suffering from endemic poverty and un- 


_ employment, however, the result was sig- 


nificant and substantial, reminding us of the 
parable of the “widow’s mite.” 


Women's World Day of Prayer | 


| Kupeyan and Dr. Gevork Kherlopian at the 
foot of the Khachkar Monument. 


in Los Angeles, CA 


A™ Karagozian Sarafian, Ph. D., and 


Elizabeth Agbabian, daughter of Mrs. 


| Aznive Apkarian, the event’s founder, of- 
_ fered the English and Armenian messages, 


respectively, at the Women’s World Day of 
Prayer Service 6n March 3, 2000. The 30" 
anniversary event, hosted by the United Ar- 
menian Congregational Church of Holly- 
wood, CA, was chaired by Houri Melkonian, 
and was attended by the Armenian Evan- 


the greater Los Angeles area. 


to Sive performances in Lebanon and Syria 
The group toured 
Beirut and gave 
mances. 

The proceeds from the performances of 
the "Young Virtuosos" 
orhanages and child care programs in Ar- 
Menia and Karabagh.O 


| Aleppo, Kessab, Anjar and | 
highly appreciated perfor- | 


will be spent on | 


the Christian women of Indonesia, living in 
a predominantly Islamic country. It was 
Talitha Kumi (Stand Up Little Girl), taken 
_ from the words of Jesus to the deceased 
| daughter of Jairus as found in the Gospel of 
| Mark. 
| | Mrs. Agbabian's message in the Armenian 
language appears on page 13 of this issue of 
the AMAA NEWS. 


gelical, Apostolic and Catholic women of | 


Both, Dr. Sarafian and Mrs. Agbabian ex- | 
pounded on the theme selected this year by | 


85th Anniversary of the 
Armenian Genocide 


Rev. Samuel Agulian, Rev. Mihran 


he Armenian Evangelical community 

of Boston marked the 85" anniversary 
of the Armenian Genocide with a special 
commemorative service on Sunday, April 
30, 2000 at the First Armenian Church in 
Belmont, MA. The program of the evening 
represented a fitting tribute to the memory 
of one and one half million Armenians mas- 
sacred by the Turks between 1915 — 1918. 
Professor Gevork Kherlopian of Pasadena, 
CA was the guest speaker. Other speakers 
included the Rev. Mihran Kupeyan and the 
Rev. Samuel Agulian. The program also 
included special music and recitations per- 
formed by Vicki Kherlopian, Samuel 
Maserejian, Dikran and Alec Kherlopian, 
Levon Hoysepian, and by the joint choirs 


| of the Armenian Memorial and the First Ar- 


menian Churches under the direction of June 


| Baboian. The service was concluded with a 


wreath-laying ceremony at the foot of the 
Khachkar Monumentin-the First Armenian 
| Church yard.) 
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OBITUARIES 


Alice A. Kuljian 


Alice A. Kuljian, a resident of the Main Line | 


for nearly 60 years, died on F ebruary 10, 2000, 
at Simpson House in Philadelphia. She was 98. 

Born in Aintab, a village in southern Tur- 
key, in 1902, she survived harsh conditions as 
she and thousands of fellow Armenians were 
driven into the desert during the Turkish geno- | 
cide against the Armenians. 

Reunited with her family in Syria after the 
Genocide, she immigrated to the U.S. in 1920 
where, in 1922, she married Harry Kuljian, 
who had been the “boy next door” in Aintab. 
eas oer to the U.S. and graduated from 

Following the couple’s early years in Bos- | 
ton and New York, they settled in the Phila- 
eee area where Mr. Kuljian founded the 
: ees an engineering and construc- | 

| 

During the summer of 1937, Mrs. Kuljian 
ar her three children to Egypt, Lebanon and | 
a - hes: family. Over a four month span, 
Libyan desert, she almost lost one son over- 
board at sea and another 
from a camel. 
and pounds lighter from their ex 

In the early 1940's, Mrs. K 
family settled in Merion, whe 
active in church and charit 
the next 40 years, she and 
eled the world and she fr 
lectures on her trips at Bal 
ist Church, where she wa 


otic holiday”. 
uljian and her 
re she became 


her husband tray- 
equently presented 


S a member. 

She is remembered as a great storyteller who 
could mesmerize her audiences with tales of 
her early life that ranged from humorous to 
harrowing, She also had a reputation as a gra- 
cious and generous hostess. 


Mrs. Kuljian moved to Si 
1990. 


The widow of Harry A. Kuljian, who died 


mpson House in 


in 1974, Alice is survi 
ice 1s survived by her daughter, Flo- | Gifts of remembrance may be made to the 


5 , Arthur and Edward; | A . eile: ny tee Avian 
eight srandchildean.- ; | Armenian Missionary Association of America 
em grandchildren; and 13 great-grandchil- Orphan Relief Fund, 31 West Century Rd., | 


rence Levonian; sons 


dren, 


A memorial service w 
the United Methodis 
Cynwyd.0 


as held on Feb. 18 at 


James Michael Apelian 
James Michael Apelian was born in Kessab 


and Sera (Halsimian) Apelian. 


and brothers George and Joseph. 


Having suffered through the massacres 


14 


erienced blinding sandstorms in the | 


to a vicious attack | 


They returned “pale, shaken. | 


James followed his father to the United States 
of America in 1923. He first lived in Boston 
and then moved to New York. He spoke five 
languages, and was able to attend Springfield 
College in Massachusetts, with the hope and 
dream of becoming a physician. However, due 
to economic realities, he had to discontinue 
his studies, but by 1926 he had become an 
expert photo — engraver. 

In 1930, he married Lousine Gasparian, origi- 
nally from Yasgat, Turkey, and God blessed 


| them with two sons, George and Richard. A 


hard-working man, James provided well for his 
family. Beyond his immediate family, James 


| took care of many relatives and friends, help- 


ing many to immigrate to the United States, as 
well as helping them out financially. 

His most loving wife died in 1993; and he 
died on February 27, 2000, at home in the care 
of his son Richard and Richard's wife, Anne. 

He left behind his son, Richard and daugh- 
ter-in-law Anne; his son, George and daugh- 
ter-in-law Clover; grandchildren Michael, 


friends. He will be greatly missed. 


Azad K. Tahmizian 


t Church of Bala | 


a His siblings, | 
all now deceased, were sisters Mary and Effson 


| in 1978. He loved his Lord and his family. 


| Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and 
a Cynwyd Method- | the life. No one comes to the Father except 


| through me.” John 14:6. 


Azad is survived by his wife of 58 years, 
Boghos | 
Anahid 
| Norendzyan and Sona Yemenjian; four grand- 


| Makrohy Tahmizian; a 


son, 
| Tahmizian; two 


daughters, 


| sons and two granddaughters. 


Funeral services were held at Holy Trinity 
| Armenian Apostolic Church on Wednesday, 


| March 8, 2000, at 11:30 A.M. 


| Paramus, NJ 07652.0 
| 
| Rose Danielian 


| Rose Danielian, 93, died on Monday, May 17, 
2000, at the Broadway Nursing Home, near 


| Methuen, MA 


taught in Methuen schools for 36 years. 
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Georgeanne and Julie and great granddaugh- 
ter Cassandra, as well as many relatives and 


| Azad was born October 13, 1920 in Beirut, 
| Lebanon. He went to be with the Lord on March 
able affairs. Over | 6, 2000. Azad immigrated to the United States 


Miss Danielian was a member of the Na- 
tional Retirement Association of Teachers, 
Methuen Women’s Club and Lawrence 
Women’s Club. 

She attended Bethel Congregational Church, 
which merged with the Ararat Armenian Con- 
gregational Church in 1965. She taught Sun- 
day School, led the Christian Endeavor Youth 
Group and was active in the Ladies Aid Soci- 
ety. 

She was active in community affairs and 
also volunteered with the Carvel Chapter for 
the Blind and was a member of the Reading 
Circle for the Blind. 

Miss Danielian was a member of the 
Methuen Historical Society and served on the 
committee for the American Bicentennial/250" 
Anniversary of the Town of Methuen in 1976. 
She was also a life member of the former 
Gideon-Auxiliary of the Merrimack Valley. 
She leaves several nieces, nephews and cous- 
ins. 

A funeral service was held at the Ararat 
Armenian Congregationa Church and burlial 
followed in Bellevue Cemetery in Lawrence.0 


Mary Abrahamian 

Submitted by Allen Avakian 
Mary Abrahamian, 5 
our beloved grand- 
mother, joined her 
Lord on April 4, 
2000 in Cherry Hill, 
NJ. Funeral services 
were held on Satur- 
day, April 8, 2000 at 
the Armenian Pres- 
byterian Church of 
Paramus, NJ. 

Mary was the definition of a perfect mother. 
The reason for and her existence was to care 
and pray for her children, grandchildren, and 
great grandchildren. Her hard work, bright and 
hopeful eyes, easygoing nature, and constant 
sense of humor made her a shining example 
to us all. 

She was truly one of God’s children. It was 
Mary’s faith in God that gave her the incred- 
ible strength she needed to survive many dif- 
ficulties in her life. Every night, no matter what 
the time or how troublesome the day, Mary 
read her Bible before she went to sleep, and 


ah Poe . . | She was born and educated in Methuen and 
Syria, in 1900 to his parents, Michael Apelian | : : 


graduated from Mount Holyoke College. She | 
also graduated from Boston University in 1928 
| and received her master’s degree from Calvin | 
Coolidge College in 1954. Miss Danielian 


prayed for each and every person in her fam- 
| ily. Each time we spoke to her, she would make 
sure to tell us how she had prayed for us. She 
always thought of her children — her late son, 
| John; her daughters Janet and her husband 
| Armand Avakian, and Jean and her husband 


Aristo Martin; her grandchildren, Lolita, 
Monica, Melina, Allen, and Nancy; and even 
her great grandchildren, Isabelle, Janna, Julia, 
Christopher and Matthew. Most importantly, 
her faith made everyone feel that we were all 
her family in her prayers. 
In addition to her faith, Mary had a pleasant 
nature that made her a friendly person. With- 
out any difficulty, anyone that would sit ia 
her and have a cup of coffee would leave wit 
laughter, a new perspective, and an able 
trust God. Why? Because Mary lived her life 
to set an example of how to be a good person 
even sometimes without saying @ word. 
Mary began her life in Hamadan, Iran, Ms 
August 21, 1913. Her parents were Anna a is 
Samuel Aslanian. Mary’s parents sent her 
the local Faith Hubbard School, a Dia 
American missionary school which ae 
had a deep spiritual impact on the rest 0 A 
life. This is where she also learned a et 
English as well as she did — 4 skill sae 
rare among her contemporaries 10 aes 
Throughout her life, she maintained nu cn 
ous interests, which ranged from music to a 
ence to sports. Mary wasn’t afraid (0 eae 
ence life. As a result, she had a post re 
tude and had a positive impact 0” all w 
teracted wit her.. ; 
Eventually, Mary mart! 
Aramais Abrahamian, a mal ate God 
God equaled her faith. His strons e, ee fame 
played and essential tole in raising “Bite Ne 
ily. Even though he was a member 0 aoe 
menian Apostolic Church and she a ae 
byterian by affiliation, the tyPe OF To 
ity they lived and taught to their chil oe ale 
beyond denominational definitions. ea 
ways made it clear that it didn’t mae A 
church they attended; the important f They 
to be faithful to God and His we mdren 
taught the same thing to their pene eee 
It was especially with her grand i and 
Nancy, that Mary’s spiritual streng ane 
Christian faith led her to teach Nancy Hee 
thing she Knew about God. Mary was She 
second mother in helping to raise Nae 
taught her to pray beside her every ier 
Whether in her physical presence es ere for 
spiritual presence, Mary was always 
Nancy and for all her loved ones. auidinere 
It i& for this reason that Mary wou ‘ned 
wanted us to remember that even Weer 
being here with us in person, she wan Hention 
us forever in spirit. If we pay close 


ed her husband 
1 whose faith in 


* Kazarian, Grace 
Paramus, NJ 
Eujurian, Bedros 
Toronto, Canada 

* Hadidian, Beatrice 
Oakland, CA 

* Asadourian, Zabel 


A Board of Directors and staff 
ae a ete their heartfelt con ase 
to the families of the following decease 
friends whose names were submitted to us 
for publication in the AMAA News: 


April 8, 2000 
April 20, 2000 


April 25, 2000 
* Sapsezian, Karnig 


Chicago, IL Dec. 5,199 | Woodside, NY 
pera Dee. 8, 1999 | * aN NY 
W. Nyack, 5 
* Asadourian, Martha ‘ * Ekizian, Gladys 
Tenafly, NJ Reb 000 Kingsburg, CA 


* Meghrigian, Garabed * Emerzian, Albert 


March 6, 2000 


Los Angeles, CA Fresno, ae 
imian, Jerry 
oe Bee March 6, 2000 | ~ Sa 
Melrose, _¢ 
isi hian, Hovhannes 
Avedisian, Ohannes 4 00 | * Meneshian, 
Philadelphia, PA March 8, 20 Weiler Ae Ta 


| * Palm, Clifford 
| Kingsburg, CA 
| * Stepanian, Vartouhi 


* Sevagian, Arthur 


Fresno, CA 
* Nazarian, Edmund 


March 10, 2000 
March 27, 2000 


ian, Raffi Bayside, NY 
Be vet CA March 29, 2000 * Tourian, Rebecca 
i , CA 
« Gulesserian, Angel March 30, 2000 San Mateo 


* Davidian, Louisa 


as i * Magarian, Rose 
« Dordigian, Dennis March 31,2000 , 
2 | * Pape, Irene 
Rowlett, TX | 
s | ————————=— 
* Yacoubian, Aharon April 8, 2000 


Beirut, Lebanon ines Memorials were designated for AMAA 
« Sourenian, Gail 


San Jose, CA 


AMAA BOOK SERVICE PROGRAM 
NEW TITLES AVAILABLE 

vaL, fen Keys to Church Vitality, by Carnegie Samuel 
VIVAL, 3 
pb, No. Trine Mun Re nc aera aac Ce 
se, by Vigen Guroian, 95 pp., pb, No. 285 «..--.-.+ ee i 

Heart os Virtue, by Vigen Guroian, 198 pp., he, No. 286 ..$20:00 

a A, i warp DyiNG, by Vigen Guroian, 108 pp., pb, No. 287 ....$ 12.00 
ai ae. of ARMENIAN Lirerature, Voiume I, From the Oral Tradition 
Tue HERITAG 


PT eee Peed iecaetsaqnckess $35.00 
Iden Age. 388 pp.. he, No. 288 reestessceseest Aeris 
to the Go MELINE, by Hagop & Marilyn Arshagouni, 52 pp.. he, No. 289 . $15. 


REVIVAL OR SuR 
Calian, 150 pP- 
[ NHERITING PARADI 


/ Ti i : 
ARMENIAN Se aa A Cobblestone Publication, 48 pp., pb, No. 290.... $5.00 
ARMENIAN AM «A Cobblestone Publication, 47 pp., pb. No, 291 ........... $5.00 


FACES - ROSES a eel We, ered eel a Cle Sete aid “4 
ROOK ORDER FORM 


—_ 
_ 
——_— 


should 
‘ ach us, we shou 
to what she has tried to teach us, 'd het | 
weet smile an@ == | 
have no doubt that her swe "de to inspite 
undying faith will be along our : oi eee | 
us with God’s love for the rest 0 


| 
List by catalogue No.(s)} 
: please fe Boo) Hs $ for postage and handling. | 
| for a total Of) jee 
| d handing in the U.S. add US$4.00 for first copy and US$2.00 for | 
| For postage a book. In Canada add US$6.00 for first copy and add US$3.00 for 
| ee areca book (order books by catalogue number.). : 
eac 
| 
| Name : 
| Address 7 
: Enclosed is my check for$ ‘ 
. checks payable to: AMAA (Canada: Payable in U.S. dollars) and mail to 

| (Make Soe Pa 31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652. a ke | 
joa Ls SS oe 
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lis... CHRISTMAS IN JULY aryl. 


It is not too early to think about Christmas specially when you thi 


ink of the Armenian Christmas Joy Project of 
the Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA), 


The AMAA's newly appointed Armenian Children's Christmas Joy Committee, chaired by Lucy Janjigian, has been 
charged with the responsibility of collecting the Christmas gifts distributed to orphans and children of impov- 
erished families in Armenia, Georyia, and Karabagh. Each Armenian Children’s Christmas Joy package will 
include the popular coloring Christmas story booklet published annually by the AMAA, and the following sug- 
gested items for children age 3-16. 


One pack of colored pencils One eraser 
Crayons One bottle of stick glue 
Five #2 yellow pencils One calculator 

One pencil sharpener One small spiral notebook 
One ruler Three ball point pens 


es ee ee pees joo 


One bar of soap 

One toothpaste tube 

One children’s toothbrush 
A small toy and Lollipops 
A traveling game 


Taso 


Donors may enclose signed Christmas cards for the 


Yes, I would like to provide a ble. recipients of their gifts, 


ised Christmas sea- 
son for orphans and needy children in Armenia, 
Karabagh and Georgia. 
2 . 


Tn lieu of gift packages, $5.00 donations for each 
Enclosed please find 


package, may be sent to the AMAA's ongoing Arme- 


nia Children’s Christmas Joy Project. 
-—--- Christmas Joy Package 


S for -—~- children 
-—~-- U.S. Dollars for 


i i i d needy chil- 
. lives of Armenian orphans an 
aa aie ea ait act of love will help children of Arme- 


Name nia understand the meaning of Christmas 


; ian Children's 
Address Packages or donations for the Armenian 


Christmas Joy Project, may be sent to ys 
sionary Association of America, 31 West Century sie 
Paramus, NJ 07652. In order for the packages to ‘ir 
Armenia in due time, it would be greatly te 
if you would mail your donations to the AM 

quarters as soon as possible. 


(Make tax-deductible checks payable to A MAA, ear- 
marked for Christmas Joy Package) 
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